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JUVENILE GREEN TURTLES (CHELONIA MYDAS) 
STRANDED BY COLD IN THE CHESAPEAKE BAY ~ 
Reports of sea turtles stranded because of cold water 
temperatures are not uncommon for coastal Atlantic 
waters north of the Carolinas (Morreale et al., 1992, 
Shoop & Kenney, 1992). In the Chesapeake Bay of 
Virginia, USA, stranded sea turtles have been reported for 
all months outside of the normal activity season (May- 
October) when juveniles of at least four species 
(loggerhead [Caretta caretta], green turtle [Chelonia mydas), 
hawksbill {Eretmochelys imbricata], Kemps ridley 
[Lepidochelys kempii]) enter the Bay to forage (Keinath et al., 
1987; Mitchell, 1994). Sea turtles usually enter and leave 
the Chesapeake Bay when the water temperature rises 
above or falls below 18° C (Musick, 1988). Barco & 
Pitchford (1990) reported that four live C. caretta and one 
live L. kempii were found stranded on beaches along the 
southern end of the Chesapeake Bay and on the Atlantic 
beach of the City of Virginia Beach, Virginia, between 8 
and 14 December 1989. They also noted that five 
additional loggerheads were found after this period. 
Although several individuals of C. mydas have been 
recorded for the Chesapeake Bay (Keinath et al., 1987; 
Keinath & Musick, 1991), reports of stranded green 
turtles due to cold temperatures in this estuary have not 
been published. 

The earliest Chelonia mydas recorded in the waters of 
the Chesapeake Bay during winter months was a juvenile 
(National Museum of Natural History, USNM 51212) 
found on 25 January 1893 at the mouth of the Bay by J.A. 


Bully. This record was first reported by Reed (1957). The 
latest record is of a juvenile found on 14 December 1995 
on the eastern shore of the Chesapeake Bay about 0.8 km 
south of Kiptopeke State Park, Northampton County, 
Virginia by G. Williamson and P. Williamson. The turtle 
measured 33.9 cm straightline carapace length and 27.9 
cm plastron length. It was dead when found but exhibited 
no obvious signs of injury or decomposition. Water 
temperatures in the mouth of the Chesapeake Bay, the 
mouth of the James River, and southwest of Cape Charles 
on 12 December 1995 were 5.5-6.8°C (n = 6 each depth) 
at lm, 5-/-0.6°@ ab om O aë O n emd 6 lle 
9.8°C at 15 m. These temperatures, well below those 
marking annual entry and exit to and from the Bay, and 
the late dates, suggest that the deaths of the juvenile 
reported here and the one reported by Reed (1957) were 
related to cold torpor. If these are rare occurrences, then 
the losses to the Chelonia mydas population off the North 
American coast may not be severe. However, the 
continued decline of this species causes even these rare 
instances of natural mortality to grow in importance. 
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THE LEAF BEEILE PSEUDOLAMPSIS GUTTATA 
(LECONTE IN VIRGINIA (CHRYSOMELIDAE: 
ALTICINAE). ~ A blacklight trap placed by Steven M. Roble 
and the author beside a private access road continuing Co. 
Rt. 666, 2 km east of Claresville, Greensville Co., Virginia, 
collected a large number of insects during its overnight 
operation on 7-8 August 1996. Upon being sorted for 
preparation at the Virginia Museum of Natural History, the 
accumulation was noted to include dozens of specimens of a 
small and very colorful alticine chrysomelid not represented in 
the museum's collection. On the basis of enlarged 
metafemora, apically spherical 5th tarsomere of the rear legs, 
and densely hispid elytra, the species was identified to the 
genus Distigmoptera with the recent manual of northeastern 
beetles by Downie & Amett (1996). However, the specimens 
did not conform to the generic diagnosis in lacking both mid- 
elytral depressions and long coarse dorsal setae, nor did it "key 
out" to any of the six species treated. Several individuals sent 
to the Department of Entomology, National Museum of 
Natural History were identified by Steven Lingefelter, 
Research Entomologist with the USDA Systematic 
Entomology Laboratory, to be Pseudolampsis guttata (LeConte), 
a beetle with a distinctly Lower Austral distribution 

The collection site is beside an extensive permanent 
marsh in the Meherrin River floodplain. Subsequent sorting 
of backlogged samples at VMNH produced three additional 
specimens of guttata, taken by random sweeping of low 
vegetation near the Meherrin River on 19 August 1994 
(VMNH survey party). This site is about | km east of the 
blacklight station, with which it seemed to have few 
vegetational facies in common. 

Originally described from: Louisiana, P. guttata was not 
listed for North Carolina in either of the insect lists compiled 
by Brimley (1938) or Wray (1967), and no specimens are 
represented in the insect collection at North Carolina State 
University. It is recorded by Kirk (1969) for Florence and 
Sumter counties, South Carolina, with the notation 
"Extremely rare, but common locally." These are apparently 
the northernmost published localities for the species. The 
known range was reviewed by Balsbaugh (1969), who 
established that the beetle extends from South Carolina to 
Argentina. 

Dr. Lingafelter kindly provided a list of the guttata material 
in the USNM collection. Most (16 specimens) are from 
Alachua and Highlands counties, Florida, but several are from 


